EPISODE: 573
TITLE: Advent Week 1: We Have Hope Because God Is Great

As we look forward to celebrating Christmas, we can choose to shift our focus from self, control,
and false hope to the one true hope we have in Jesus!

Here are three key things to believe and consider about why we find hope in God’s greatness...

1.

The coming of Jesus reminds us of the hope we can live with and the hope that has
already been fulfilled by God himself. What are you hoping for in your life in the year
ahead? What are you hoping for in your career, family, relationships, marriage? Right
now, are you trusting in self and hoping for more? Or are placing your hope in the
completed work of Christ? Let me remind you, Jesus’ name means ‘the Lord of salvation’.
He came that we might have freedom and peace. He is also called Emmanuel, which
means, ‘God with us’. He is not distant and aloof; he is a God that is with us, right now, and
he is for us. That gives us great hope!

God is great so we don’t have to be in control, and that gives us great hope! All of our
worry, stress, and relational strife comes from not believing that God is great, so we try to
take control of circumstances, people, and things. Yet we intrinsically know that we are NOT
God, and that tears away our hope. We've put our hope in self and we consistently find it
lacking. But we now have a true and lasting hope because God is great, and he proved it
beyond a shadow of doubt when he sent us Jesus to take our places on a cross and
exchange his perfect righteousness for our lack and sinfulness.

As you look toward the new year, take an inventory of the things that you’re still
believing that you have to be in control of in your life and the lives of others. Are you
still thinking you have to be in control of your provision, your health and wellness? Your
time? Are you trying to control others’ behaviors, and it’s not working out so well? What is it
that you think God still needs your help managing? Ask the Spirit of Jesus to replace your
false sense of control with faith and hope in his great sovereignty, love, and care.

If you are interested in being in coaching and mentorship with Caesar and his wife Tina to
learn a lifestyle of discipleship and mission, you can join us now. Start experiencing greater
spiritual freedom and relational peace today!

Check out: everydaydisciple.com/coaching

Thanks for listening... we’'ll see you in the next episode!

~Caesar
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